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READING ACTIVITIES
Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Read and repeat
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‘Most experts agree that the Internet has
fundamentally changed how we read, think, and
remember things. Flowever, whether this has had a
‘positive or negative impact s stll unknown.

How has the Intemet changed the way we read?

There i evidence that we are reading fewer books,

‘particularly non-fiction. Let's say you need medical

advice, cooking instructions, or biographical
information. Who wants to buy a 300-page book.
when you can find a 300-word article on the
Internet about the sam subject? s casier to read,
i froe,and it a ot faster. However, we are, in
fact reading a lot more overal. In addition to our
offine reading, we read online throughovt the day
as we check ot smart phones, surf the Internet,
visit social media sites, and catch up on our &-mal.

Wealso do a lot more skimming and scanning on
the Intemet than we do when we read physical
ook or periodicals, sich as magazines and
‘newspapers, As we surf the Internet, we skim
quickly for topics that inerest us and scan for the
information we need. A search engine puts
‘millions of possbilitis at aur ingertips.
How has the Intenet changed how we think
and remember?
Beforo there was an Internet people spenta lot
of ime taking notes in libraries so they could
remember and recallinformation casily Today,
‘when you can use a search engine to ake you to
‘what you'relooking for in an instant,that kind of
concentration in't as necessary. You can smply
‘bookmarkany page and return to it easily. However,
‘many argue that online information sources often
contain errons and can'tbe trusted, so we need to be:
‘more careful when we use them.

Some wonder if the Internet has made it more.
difficult to concentrate on ane task withott getting.
distracted by other things. We are constantly
interrupted by updates from social media sites and
e-mail messages. We follow links to other websites
where we find more links to other websites and
jump from topic to topic. We are also bombarded
with a lotof funk—for example, newsfeeds about
colebrities, pop-up ads about products we don't
want or nced, and warnings about viruscs.

Some consider what we read on the Internet to
be trash compared to traditional offline reading,
while others see many advantages in the reading
we do on the Internet. Some argue that reading
o the Internet is ke exercise for the brain,
‘making it easier for us to cope with distractions
and think clearly as we learn to make choices
that work for us, In @ recent study, 81% of those
surveyed agreed that our use of the Internet has.
actually made us smarter. If you are a digital
‘native—that is, someone who grew up with the.
Internet—that's very good news, indee.
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A RECOGNIZE POINT OF VIEW The Reading mentions both positive and negative aspects of
reading on the Internet. Summarize some of each in the chart.

Positive aspects

Negative aspects

B UNDERSTAND MEANING FROM CONTEXT Find and underline these words in the Reading.
Use the context to match them with their meanings.

1 skimming

.. 2 scanning

3 concentration

.. 4 distracted

. 5 bombarded

a
b
c
d
e

the ability to pay careful attention to one thing
reading quickly for a general understanding
made to see or read things continuously
reading quickly in search of specific information
unable to focus because of interruptions




