[image: ]

READING ACTIVITIES
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COMMUNICATION GOALS

Make small talk.

Describe a busy schedule.

Develop your cultural awareness.
Discuss how culture changes over time.
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Global Culture x

C . wanw globalcuturelprofles_places/iterviews.

GC: Today, Global Culture isinterviewing Eugenia
Hartley of Jackson, Mississippi, in the US. about
changes to culture. Ms. Hartley, culture has changeda
bit since you were growing up in the forties, hasn't it?

Hartley: Oh, definitely, and maybe more so for me than for others because Jacksonis i the

South, which was pretty socially conservative when | was young gir.

lease tell us about some of the changes you have personally experienced.
Hartley: My heavens! Well, the new South s so different from the old South ina lot of good
‘ways, s everyone knows. But since you ask me personally, it would probably be dating
customs, the way young people talk to their elders, table manners.. "
K. How have those things changed? Eugenia Hartley
Hartley: Well, for example, when Iwas growing up. the family dinner hour was the one timein the day when the family
satdown fogether, and it wasa special time. Today, that's changed. In many families, there is no dinner hour. Kids eat
snacks or fast food all day, moms are outin the workforce and don't have time to make a proper meal, and there are so
‘many activities that it seems like no one has time. In my day, children were more respectful and quiet at the table—we.
spoke when we were spoken to, we didn't putour elbows on the table, and we dressed nicely. No one cameto the
dinner table in shorts or jeans the way they do today.
GC:That is different, isn't €7 You mentioned dating. How has that changed?
‘Hartley: Well today, I see boys and girls on dates at the mall. They can't be more than twelve or thirteen years old! I wasn't
allowed to go out on a proper date until 1 was sixteen. And when 1 finally was allowed to date, my parents didn'tlet me
‘go outwith aboy they hadn't already met. Oh. And 1 had a definite curfew. 1had to be home by 11:00. If  came in late,
‘wasgrounded—for atleasta month. It was alitle different for mybrother, though. 1 guess.
there wasabit of a double standard. He could go out on dates when he'was sixteen,
‘but his curfew wasn't asstrict as mine. He was allowed to stay out until midnight.
GC: Andyou mentioned the way young people addressed their elders. How has
that changed?
Hartley: Well today you hear teens, even children, calling adults by their first names. We
had to address adults as *sr* or “ma’am.” And we always used Mr. and Mrs. I suppose
that sounds a litle old-fashioned today, doesn'tit?

Missisippiisin thesouthernus, GC: Maybe sol Thanks so much, Ms, Hartley, for an Interesting interview.
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A DRAW CONCLUSIONS Answer the questions, based on the Reading. Explain the reasoning
behind each of your answers.

1 How old do you estimate Ms. Hartley to be today?

2 Does Ms. Hartley prefer the culture of the past or the culture of the present?

3 What is Ms. Hartley’s opinion of the change in the role of mothers?

4 Does Ms. Hartley approve of the differences in child and teen behavior that have taken place?
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B UNDERSTAND FROM CONTEXT Find and underline each of the following words in the Reading.
Then use your understanding of the words to write definitions.
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