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NAME: _______________________   DATE: _________________ 
 

 

Supplementary Pronunciation Lessons  

 (Unit 6) 
 

FUNCTION WORDS       
 
 

The vowels in unstressed words (the function words) are reduced to /ə/.  
 
For example: 

 
                   ə                  ə                        ə               ə      ə      ə          ə             

What do you have for breakfast?      Eggs and sausage and a lot of coffee. 
____     .    .     ____    .    ____    .           ____     .    ____   .      .     .  ____ .   ____  .        

                                          

 
 
 Exercise 1    Read and practice. 

                         ə           ə             ə          
1. We used to eat a lot of fatty food. 

        ə                    ə               ə     
2.  But now we avoid them. 

                 ə             ə                  ə               ə           ə 
3.  I eat a lot of bread and butter in the morning. 
 
 
Exercise 2    Listen to the Conversation Model on page 65 of the Student’s Book 
and repeat after the pauses. Notice how function words are usually reduced. 

     ə                                    ə     
Are you a big coffee drinker? 

                ə     ə                      ə                                       ə     
Definitely.  I’m crazy about  coffee.  What about you? 

                       ə                   ə     
I used to drink it a lot.  But I’ve cut back. 

 
Well, I couldn’t live without it.  
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